
 I  got  t o  go  to  t he  N i n j a  F es t iv a l .  Ho w c a n I  c l a im to  l ive  i n  Ko ka  

wi t ho u t  go i n g  o n ce ?  I t  w a s  q ui t e  f u n  de s p i t e  mo st  o f  t he  ac t iv i t i e s  b e i n g  

fo r  l i t t l e  k i ds .  I t  s t i l l  h a d g oo d fo o d a n d  m a de  some  sto r i es  fo r  my  

s t u d e nt s  w ho  sa w m e  t h er e .   

I t  m ay  h ave  ta ke n  me  a  goo d  c h u nk  o f  t he  mon t h b u t  I  eve n t u a l ly  

go t  t he  T ha n k s g i v i n g  bo a r d  d o ne .  I  wa s  s o  ex c i t e d to  p ut  h ave  a  s p ot  o pe n  

fo r  s t u de n t s  to  ma ke  ha n d  t ur ke ys .  

A f t e r  a  w h i le  o f  n o  o ne  p u tt i n g  

t ur ke ys  u p  b ut  me ,  I  p u l le d  i n  a  

fe w te a c he r s  to  he l p  me f i l l  t he  

bo a r d .  I  e ve n  go t  tw o  s t u d e nt s ,  

wh i c h  ma d e me  s u p e r  h a p p y .  N ex t  

ye ar ,  I  ho p e  to  h ave  mor e  t ime  t o  

p l a n  so  t h a t  I  c a n  m a ke  i t  a  l i t t le  

mor e  e la b or a te .   

Be fo r e  w e  co u l d  co nt i n ue  

on to  T h a nk s g iv i n g  t h eme s  i n  c l a s s ,  

we  h a d  a  s co re  to  se t t l e  w i t h  

H a l low ee n .  T h a n ks ,  t o  a n  o p e n s lo t  

i n  my  s c he d u l e ,  I  h a d  t h e  o p p or t u n i ty  to  p a rt i c i pa te  i n  a  le s so n  

fo r  c l as s  11  w i t h  M i n ak u c h i ’ s  o t he r  A LT .  I t  w as  a  lo t  o f  f u n  

to  w at c h t he  s t u d e nt s  wo rk  t h ro u g h  t he  q ue s t io n s  a n d  

re a ct  t o  wi t h  a  Ho l i d ay  t h ey  k n ew  b ut  k n e w no t h i n g  

a bo u t .  I  ev e n  got  t o  t eam  u p  w it h  a  s t u de n t  fo r  

J eo p ar d y ,  w e  t r ie d  so  ha r d  b ut  i n  t h e  e n d we co u l d n ’ t  

w i n  i t .  M y  te amm at e  se eme d  t o  h av e  no  p ro b lem  ta l k i n g  

to  m e a n d  t r y i n g  to  a n sw er  t he  q ue st i o ns  so  i t  s u r p r i se d  me  



wh e n t h e  AL T  a n d  he a d J T E  s a i d  t h at  he ’ s  no rm a l ly  r e a l l y  s hy .  I  f e l t  p re t t y  

s pe c ia l  t ha t  h e  de c i d ed  to  t a lk  o n  t h e  d ay  t h a t  I  

go t  to  j o i n  t he  c l a s s .  

T he  ve r y  n ex t  we ek ,  I  ha d  t he  

op po r t u n i t y  to  t ea c h  my o w n s pe c i a l  

ed u c at i o n c la s s .  S i n c e  t hey  g r a d ua te d  f ro m 

H a l low ee n  to  T ha n k s g iv i n g ,  we  go t  to  ma k e  h a n d 

t ur ke ys .  I  k no w i t ’ s  a  l i t t l e  c h i l d i s h  b u t  i t ’ s  a  f u n  

c u l t u r a l  t h i n g  t h at  m ost  Am er i c a ns  go t  to  ex p er i e nc e  so  I  t ho u g h t  w hy  not  

p a ss  i t  o n .  I t  t u r n s  o u t  t he y  h a d  a  lo t  o f  f u n  ma k i n g  t h em a n d  took  a  l o t  o f  

ca r e  co lo r i n g  t h em e ve n a f te r  t he  c la s s  e n d e d .  T he n  t h ey  go t  to  s ee  w h at  a  

re a l  t u rk ey  loo ke d  l ik e  a n d a l l  t h e  t h i n gs  t h at  T h a n k s g i v i n g  i nv o lv e s . .  

wh i c h  i s  m ai n l y  fo o d wh i c h  d i d n ’ t  h e l p  o ur  h u n ge r  pa i n s .  

  U n fo rt u n at e ly  T h a n k s g iv i n g  t h i s  ye a r  fe l l  on  t e st  da y  so  I  

d i d n ’ t  ge t  to  s ho ut  i t  to  t h e  he av e ns  at  m y  s t u d e nt s  b ut  I  g ot  t o  t e l l  a  f ew  

te ac h e rs  a n d A LT s  w ho  w er e  s ho c ke d .  T h e n ,  o n  t h e  f i r s t  c h a n ce  I  h a d  to  

te l l  a  b u nc h  o f  s t u de n ts  “ H a p py  T h a n ks g i v i n g”  a t  t h e  I n te r n at i o n a l  Coo k i n g  

Eve n t ,  I  fo r got .  W e ,  s ome te a c he r s  a n d  s t u de n t s ,  g at h e re d  t o  m ak e  e g g  

b a se d  d i s h es  f rom  a l l  ov er  t h e  wo r l d .  I t  w as  aw es ome .  I n  m y  b or row e d h ot  

p i nk  a p ro n a n d  m at c h i n g  he a d b a n d,  I  

t r i e d  to  he l p  my  t e a m m ak e  t he i r  d i s h .  

T he  t u r n  o ut  w a s  q u i te  im pr e ss iv e  a n d  I  

go t  to  t ry  mo s t  o f  t h e  e g g  d i s he s  t h er e .   

 


